22                              WASHINGTON"

in the newspapers,* and requests Mr. Lear to give
him the earliest information of these or any other
interesting matters, beyond what the newspapers
say; remarking that Mr. Jefferson's absence from
New York [Mr. Jefferson was then Secretary of
State] might be the means of delaying the receipt
of official advices to him longer than usual. He
requests Mr. Lear to use his endeavors for ascer-
taining the best schools in Philadelphia with a
view to placing Washington Custis, Mrs. Wash-
ington's grandson, at the best. If the college is
under good regulations, and they have proper
tutors to prepare boys of his standing for the
higher branches of education, he makes a quucre
if it would not be better to put him there at once,
the presumption being that a system may prevail
there by which the gradations are better con-
nected than in schools which have no correspond-
ence with each other. Adverting again to his

* Alluding probably to the Nootka Sound controversy then
pending between these courts. Mount Yernon, October 3,
